
 
 

This document was prepared by the Swedish youth organizations’ working group on 
recommendations for the post-2015 development agenda. On March 16 2013, LSU (the 
National Council of Swedish Youth Organizations) held a consultation on the future global 
development agenda. Participants included members of a wide range of youth organizations 
and civil society as well as representatives from the Swedish International Development 
Agency (Sida), UNDP, the Swedish government offices, and our international partner 
organizations. The views expressed here within reflect the key outcomes of the discussions 
and workshops held at the consultation. 
 

Including civil society and young people is a crucial step to achieve progress in global 
development. Civil society should be a central component in all democratic societies as a 
way of providing governments with additional insights and spreading messages on 
development issues. While young people often tend to be seen as problems or receivers of 
support, we should be seen as actors of change. If we are included in global development we 
will have a multiplier effect on progress. To this end, active measures should ensure 
effective and meaningful participation of young civil society groups in decision making 
processes concerning global development. 
 
We want a sustainable global development agenda that meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. The 
following five issues should be key priorities: 
 

1. Education should continue to have a central role in the global development 
agenda. To improve access and quality, the use of ICT and other 
technologies should be encouraged. We want indicators that take into 
account progression through the education system and that pay attention 
to higher levels of education. 

 
2. Youth unemployment is one of the most pressing issues of today. It is a 

threat to societies in all parts of the world. We want governments to take 
an active responsibility in including young people in labor markets. 

 
3. The global economy is growing but many are excluded from its benefits. 

We want distribution of wealth and resources to be addressed in the new 
development agenda. 

 
4. Social inequalities and discrimination should be addressed in the new 

agenda. We want a multifaceted view of inequality. 



 
 

5. Environmental degradation and destruction of ecosystems is a threat to 
current and future generations. We want a transformation of society, 
including a decrease in the total levels of production, consumption and 
emissions, in order to adapt to planetary boundaries. 
 

We will continue our efforts to facilitate the participation of youth groups in decision 
making processes related to the post-2015 development agenda. The final results of our 
consultations will be presented in a more detailed report in June 2013. Meanwhile, please 
visit http://www.lsu.se to read more. 
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