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I. Youth influence

Young people should, like everyone else, have influence and power in decision-making processes - in 
all phases, at all levels and within every field of political decisions. This is a precondition for 
democratic, legitimate and long-term sustainable development. 

Joint decision-making is both a right in itself and a responsbility. Half of the world’s population is 
young people. All people, without any discrimination with regards to age, have the right to 
participation, influence and power, to safeguard their human rights. Today, young people are not 
viewed as enough a resource, and often face exclusion from important arenas and processes.

II. Youth participation within the Green Economy

Supporting education for sustainable development to create the Green Economy 
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) must equip the next generation of youth with skills, 
training and capacity to help create the Green Economy. ESD should be structurally integrated into 
the national and sub-national curricula and amde accessible to all, taking into account local 
communities’ needs. Priority should be given specifically to drastic improvement in teacher training 
for ESD and recognition and support for alternative forms of education, non-formal learning, online 
resources and peer education. Recognition should be given especielly to the direct link between 
sustainable education and the creation of green jobs and employment.

Reducing youth unemployment through the creation of green jobs
Youth unemployment to be reduced through the creation of green jobs with a living wage and the 
stronger consideration of the impact of employment policy on youth. Governments should promote 
young people’s role in the workforce by providing them with the appropriate skills and knowledge to 
improve their employability. Possible initiatives could include locally appropriate job-training in the 
context of sustainable development, startup capital for young entrepreneurs and apprenticeship 
programmes. Also enhancing the right to work as an important an definite right. 

III. Specific points

Biodiversity and Conservation of Ecosystems 

Conservation of biodiversity and ecosystems is crucial for a sustainable management of our global 
natural resources. Defined as one of the planetary boundaries of most paramount importance is has a 
direct effect on future generations and their livelihoods. Therefore conservation and the knowledge 
needed to preserve biodiversity is directly connected to youth, education and community resilience.



But we also note the importance of seeing the interlinkages between climate change, biodiversity and 
the management of global commons as well as national resources affecting global systems. We 
therefore enhance the use of common but differented responsibility on all levels.

a) Biodiversity and Rio Principles
Policymaking on biodiversity has been successful in last years negotiations. Still we urge to keep the 
earlier process in mind and clearly build our actions on Agenda 21 and the Rio Declaration, agreed on 
during the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro 1992. Especially recognizing the precautionary principle 
as well as polluter pays-principle. Therefore we emphasize the following suggestions on 
implementation built on agreed policy:

• To call upon compliance and assessment of international standards on civil society monitoring 
on the loss of natural resources.

• To commence a process investigating the possibilities of an
international law of overharvesting of natural resources - ecocide.

• To emphasize on consumption of natural resources below regeneration rates.

b) Biodiversity and Civil Society
To reach a thoroughgoingly integration and planning of biodiversity conservation, it is important to 
include and take charge of different skills and conditions of different stakeholder, especially the civil 
society. To foster non-profit initatives and projects it is important to create an environment of 
consultations, transparency and access to information and critical thinking. We therefore we 
emphasize the following suggestions:

• To preserve and promote community practices and non-market approaches as a way of 
eradicating poverty, protecting the environment and conserving ecosystems and biodiversity.

• To truly implement the meaning of principle 10 within the Rio Declaration, globally but on a 
regional and local level. For example through a global upgrading of the european convention of 
access to information, public participation in decision-making and access to justice in 
environmental matters, the Aarhus Convention.

Social sustainability

a) Democracy and human rights as a base for sustainable developement
Keeping in mind the ambition to integrate social, economic and ecological sustainable development, 
democracy and human rights need to make up the fundament for the future. Only when one’s human 
rights are fulfilled, individuals can make sustainable choices and contribute to the global 
development. Only in a democratic state where individuals can influence their own lives can social, 
ecologic and economic sustainable development be achieved. This means that the work for human 
rights and freedom from discrimination need to be included at all times. This also applies to the 
working methods - the work for sustainability needs to be characterized by accessibility with regards 
to both physical and mental disabilities.

b) Acknowledge youth and young civil society as key actors 



Young people and young civil society are key players in the social sustainable development. Through 
getting together to change problems in the world, to meet and to share ideas, a more inclusive society 
is created both in the small sphere among people and globally. Youth
organisations are key players for global development, and without this acknowledged, actions will risk 
being irrelevant, inefficient and illegitimate.
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